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RCPE-A-WO 

An associate level course covering 
acceleration of application performance 
and high-performance WAN networks. 

The Riverbed® Certified Performance Engineering 

(RCPE) Associate WAN Optimization eLearning course 

introduces WAN optimization technology to accelerate 

delivery of applications over the hybrid WAN for the 

modern IT enterprise. 

 

WAN optimization solutions form a critical part of 

accelerating application delivery and improving WAN 

network performance by: 

• Accelerating the delivery of key business 

applications across the hybrid enterprise. 

• Increasing the efficiency and productivity of 

end-users accessing accelerated applications 

• Increasing the transfer rate of data across a 

high-performing WAN network. 

• Enabling business agility by maintaining 

performance when accessing data and 

applications across various hybrid 

environments, such as with SaaS and 

other cloud-based platforms. 

 
 

As a part of this introduction, alignment, design, and 

implementation of WAN optimization solutions are 

covered with a focus on real-world use cases. 

 

An eLab and an accreditation exam for the WAN 

Optimization course are offered for those interested in 

RCPE Associate Accreditation. 

 
Learning Objectives and Capabilities 
 
After completing this course, participants will be able to: 

• Identify and address WAN-based business 

performance challenges. 

• Align Riverbed solutions to WAN-based 

performance challenges. 

• Design WAN optimization performance 

solutions. 

• Describe rationale and methods for 

integrating WAN optimized performance 

solutions into active directory and PKI 

architectures. 

• Achieve business outcomes using the WAN 

optimization performance solution. 

 

Relevant Solution 

• WAN Optimization solution (Riverbed SteelHead and Client Accelerator.) 
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Course Availability 
 

Self-paced training is available to prospective students which combines rich and interactive content, along with hands- 

on lab, delivered directly to your web browser and conducted at your own pace.  

 

This course is available as a series of standalone modules, but, if taken as a part of the RCPE accreditation track, 

completion of the RCPE Performance Foundations course is a mandatory requirement prior to attempting this course. 

 
Course Outline 

 

Module Outcomes 

 
Describe How SteelHeads Optimize the 
WAN 

• Describe how SteelHeads: 

• address network performance challenges 

• alleviate bandwidth restrictions 

• increase TCP performance 

• mitigate round-trip time (RTT) at the application layer 

• Associate SteelHeads and Control Optimization 

• Visualize effects of optimization 

• Describe elements of a comprehensive WAN optimization solution 

Describe the SteelHead Solution 
Architecture 

• Describe SteelHead form factors and sizing 

• Describe & compare SteelHead deployment options 

 
 

Optimize the Application Layer and 
Encrypted Traffic Using SteelHeads 

 

• Describe Application Layer Optimizations 

• Describe HTTP optimizations  

• Describe methods of integrating SteelHeads into Active Directory 

• Secure Optimized Connections of the WAN 

• Describe SSL/TSL Application Optimization 

 
Enable SteelHead Network Services  • Define both a Topology of your network, and the Applications that appear on it 

• Describe SteelHead Integration into a QoS Architecture 

• Describe SteelHead Path Selection 

• Overlay Path Selection with Secure Transport 

 
Manage Your SteelHead Appliances • Access and navigate Steelhead appliances 

• Describe the SteelCentral Controller for SteelHead (SCC) 

• Manage SteelHead fleet configurations with SCC 

• Perform updates and monitor system health with the SCC 

 

Monitor and Report using SteelHead 
Appliances  

• Describe SteelHead and SCC reporting 

• Describe different report types 

• Generate and schedule various performance and appliance reports on the 
SCC, SteelHead, and Client Accelerator Controller (CAC) 
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More Information 

For more information, please visit the RCPE section of our website: 

https://www.riverbed.com/RCPE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

About Riverbed 

Riverbed®, The Digital Performance Company™, enables organizations to maximize digital performance across 

every aspect of their business, allowing customers to rethink possible. Riverbed’s unified and integrated Digital 

Performance Platform™ brings together a powerful combination of Digital Experience, Cloud Networking and Cloud 

Edge solutions that provides a modern IT architecture for the digital enterprise, delivering new levels of operational 

agility and dramatically accelerating business performance and outcomes. At more than $1 billion in annual 

revenue, Riverbed’s 30,000+ customers include 98% of the Fortune 100 and 100% of the Forbes Global 100. 

Learn more at riverbed.com. 
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